" In the end of this moneth of Maij ane man was brint
in Edinburgh for lying with a kow; both he and the kow
war brint upon the Castell-hill of Edinburgh/*

" An act of the commissoun of the Generall Assemblie
wes red in all the Churches of Edinburgh dischargeing
promiscuous dansing. And as for adulterie, fornicatioun,
incest, bigamie and uther uncleanes and fithynes, it did
nevir abound moir nor at this tynie."

The debates at Breda went on for months, Charles
yielding bit by bit to all demands. The wisest of his ad-
visers, such old hands as Lord Newcastle, pleaded with him
to be an honest man, but he preferred the opinion of
Buckingham, who was keen for action, any action* The
young Duke's perfect gift of hypocrisy gave him standing
with the Scots, who forgave him the dissoluteness of his
nights for the seeming repentance of his days and his in-
fluence with the King. They promised Buckingham a great
career in Scotland. He encouraged Charles in the belief
that it would not be necessary to keep all these promises,
that the thing was to get power into one's hands. The
Prince of Orange, the powerful Duke of Lorraine, the
Queen of Sweden said the same* By early summer, he had
so far committed himself that not even the fate of Mon-
trose could deter him. The gallant Marquis had been taken
almost as soon as he landed in his native country. Charles
could not have saved him, but he did not even try, a selfish-
ness which the knightly cavalier did not find surprising
in a prince, for almost his last words on the scaffold were:

" For his Majesty now living, never any people, I believe,
might be more happy in a King, His commandments to me
were most just, and I obeyed them. He deals justly with
all men. I pray God he be so dealt withal that he be not
betrayed under trust as his father was/*
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